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Public Safety*

*Editor‘'s Note: The ordinance dated March 15, 1994
repealed Titles 3, 8, and 9 and replaced all provisions
with a new Title 8 entitled Public Safety. In order to
facilitate use of this code, the new provisions have been
editorially changed to Title 3, Public Safety.

Chapter 1 Law Enforcement
Chapter 2 General Offenses
Chapter 3 Traffic Regulations, Control and Parking

Regulations
Chapter 4 Nuisances
Chapter 5 Animal Control
Chapter 6 Golf Carts
Chapter 7 Solid Waste

CHAPTER 1
Law Enforcement

§ 3-1-1 Composition of police department .
§ 3-1-2 Responsibilities.
§ 3-1-3 Rank structure.
§ 3-1-4 General duties and responsibilities--Chief of

police.

§ 3-1-5 General duties/responsibilities of other
police personnel.

§ 3-1-6 Personal property in possession of police
department--Sale,

§ 3-1-7 Sale to be public; advertisement; inspection
of property.

§ 3-1-8 Claims to property before sale.

§ 3-1-9 Records to be kept of sale; claims to
proceeds of sale.

Sec. 3-1-1 Composition of police department.

The department shall consist of the chief of police
and those officers and employees of those ranks and posi-

tions as approved by the mayor, chief of police and city
council. (0Ord. of 3/15/94)

Sec. 3-1-2 Responsibilities.

The department shall be responsible for patreol, traf-
fic control, investigation of accidents, investigation of
Crimes, apprehen51on of offenders, court appearances, secu-
rity of business establishments and for any other matters

of public safety and law enforcement as directed. (Ord. of
3/15/94)
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Sec. 3-1-3 Rank structure.

(a) Chief of police;
(b) Lieutenant;
(c) Sergeant/investigator;

(d) Patrolman;

The chief of police will be appointed by the mayor and
city council and shall hold the rank of chief executive
officer.

All other police personnel will be appointed/selected
by the chief of police. (Ord. of 3/15/94)

Sec. 3-1-4 General duties and responsibilities--Chief
of police.

(a) He shall make all promotions within the police
department ;

(b) He shall be the official representative of the
police department when required by protocol;

(c) He shall coordinate the activities of the police
department to ensure a high degree of cooperation with
other cities, counties, state and federal agencies;

(d) He shall appoint an acting commanding officer in
his absence;

(e) He shall exercise immediate authority over all
organizational components of the department which he com-
mands, and members and employees therein, and over all
matters of the administration, policies, operations and
discipline within the department:

(f) He shall confer regularly with the mayor on oper-
ational activities, problems, and department needs. This
includes the responsibilities of budgeting and other admin-
istrative planning functions for the department;

(g) It shall be the duty of the chief of police and
of any officer of the police department to report or cause
to be reported at each sitting of the recorder’s court all
violations of this code or any other ordinance of the city
that may come to their knowledge and such officers shall
cause to be brought before such court all persons committed
or arrested for violations of this code or ordinance of the
city. Such officers also cause summons to be served on
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offenders and witnesses to appear before the recorder'’s
court and shall cause to be executed every warrant, process
or summons which may be directed to them pursuant to this
code or by any other ordinance;

(h) It shall be the duty of the chief of police or
his designated representative of the police department to
attend all regular and called meetings of the city council;

(i) In cases to be prosecuted before the superior
court or other courts, the chief of police may be the pros-
ecutor and the city collector of revenues shall be his
security, if security is necessary. (Ord. of 3/15/94)

Sec. 3-1-5 General duties/responsibilities of other

police personnel.

(a) All police personnel will adhere to the responsi-
bilities of Section 3-1-2.

(b) All other duties and responsibilities will be
designated by the chief of police. {(Ord. of 3/15/94)

Sec. 3-1-6 Personal property in possession of police

department--Sale.

It shall be the duty of the chief of police to sell or
dispose of any personal property, except weapons of any
kind, which are to be destroyed, or other personal property
that comes into the possession of the police department
when the ownership thereof is not known or the same is
unclaimed; provided, that no such property shall be sold or
disposed of until after the same shall have been in the
possession of the police department for not less than one
(1) year. (0rd. of 3/15/94)

Sec. 3-1-7 Sale to be public:; advertisement, inspection
of property.

All sales of personal property required to be made by
Section 3-1-6 shall be made by advertising, once a week for
two (2) weeks, in the newspaper wherein other city adver-
tisement are published and the time and place of the sale.
Such sale shall be public and the property awarded to the
highest and best bidder for cash. The advertisement there-
for shall contain only a general description of the arti-
cles of personalty to be sold and a statement that such
personalty may be examined on any day, between the first
appearance of such advertisement and the sale day, named,
between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 12:00 noon, each day, by
any person who may apply to the chief of peolice for such
privilege. (Ord. of 3/15/94)
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Sec. 3-1-8 Claims to property before sale.

(a) Should any person claim any of the personalty to
be sold by the chief of police in accordance with section
3-1-6, such person shall claim the same by an affidavit
particularly describing the personalty claimed, and upon
the filing of such claim with the chief of police, it shall
be the duty of the police chief to file the same with the
mayor and city council of the city.

(b) Thereafter, at such time and place as may be
named by such council, after at least three (3) days writ-
ten notice shall have been given the claimant thereof, it
shall be the duty of such council to hear and determine the
right of property claimed, the claimant to have all rights
of appeal provided by law from the decision of judgment of
such council. If such claim shall be sustained, it shall
be the duty of the chief of police to deliver such claimed
personally to the successful claimant, but should such
claim be denied, it shall be the duty of the chief of po-
lice to advertise for sale such claimed personalty at any
time after the expiration of 30 days from the judgment on

such claim by such council as herein provided for. (Ord.
of 3/15/94)
Sec. 3-1-9 Records to be kept of sale; claims to

proceeds of sale.

It shall be the duty of the chief of police to keep an
accurate record of all property sold and proceeds collected
that the police department is responsible for. (Ord. of
3/15/94)
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CHAPTER 2

General Offenses

§ 3-2-1 Disorderly conduct.

§ 3-2-2 Hanging in a known drug area.

§ 3-2-3 Public drunkenness.

§ 3-2-4 Discharging firearms within the city limits.

§ 3-2-5 Gambling general--Prohibited in public
places.

§ 3-2-6 Assembling for purpose of gambling.

§ 3-2-7 Games, etc., in street; flying kites; playing
ball, etc.

§ 3-2-8 Skating etc., on streets.

3-2-9 Authority for impoundment and disposal.

Sec. 3-2-1 Disorderlx conduct.

"Public place" shall mean any place to which the gen-
eral public has access and a right to resort for business,
entertainment, or other lawful purpose, but does not neces-
sarily mean a place devoted sclely to the use of the pub-
lic. It shall also include the front or immediate area of
any store, shop, restaurant, tavern, or other place of
business and also public grounds, areas or parks.

Any person who shall do or engage in any of the fol-
lowing shall be guilty of disorderly conduct:

(a) Act in a violent or tumultuous manner toward an-
other, whereby a reasonable person would be placed in fear
or danger of safety for his/her life, limb or health:

{b) Act in a violent or tumultuous manner towards
another, whereby public property of any other person is
placed in serious danger of being destroyed or damaged;

(c) Use fighting words directed towards another, who
becomes outraged and thus creates a turmoil;

(d) Violently interferes with another’s pursuit of a
lawful occupation;

(e) Congregates, obstructs, either singly or together
with others to halt the flow of vehicular or pedestrian
traffic and refuses to clear the way when ordered by the
city police or other lawful authority to do so;

(f) Who shall endanger lawful pursuit of another by
acts of violence or threats of bodily harm;
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(g) Who shall cause, provoke or engage in any fight,
brawl or riotous conduct SO as to endanger the life, limb,
health or property of another or public property;

(h) Who shall assemble Or congregate with another or
others and cause, provoke or engage in any fight or brawl;

(i) Who shall collect in bodies or in crowds and en-
gage in unlawful activities; Being loud, cursing or inter-
fering with a police officer in the line of duty;

(j) wWho shall frequent any public place and obtain
money from another by an illegal and fraudulent scheme,

trick, artifice or device, or attempt to do so, or begs for
handouts;

(k) Who damages, befouls or disturbs public property
or the property of another so as to create a hazardous,
unhealthy or physically offensive condition;

(1) Interferes with another’s pursuit of a lawful
occupation by acts of violence;

(m) In a public place under the influence of an in-
toxicating liquor or drug in such a condition as to be

unable to exercise care for his own safety or the safety of
others;

(n) Consumes alcoholic beverage on any public street,
sidewalk, or any other public property within the corporate
limits of the city. Possession of open containers of alco-
holic beverages or containers with the seal broken shall be
prima facie evidence of consumption;

(0) Makes or causes to be made any loud, boisterous
and unreasonable noise or disturbance to the annoyance of
any other persons nearby, or near to any public highway,
road, street, lane, alley, park, square or common, whereby
the public peace is broken or disturbed or the travelling
public annoyed;

(p) Fails to obey a lawful order to disperse by a
police officer, when known to be such an official, where
one (1) or more persons are committing acts of disorderly
conduct in the immediate vicinity, and the public health
and safety is imminently threatened;

Exemptions: This chapter shall not be constructed to
suppress the right to lawful assembly, picketing, public
speaking, or other lawful means of expressing public opin-
ion not in contravention of other laws. (Ord. of 3/15/94)
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Sec. 3-2-2 Hanging in a known drug area.

"Known drug area" is defined as any public place and
shall mean any place to which the general public has access
and a right to resort for business, entertainment, or other
lawful purpose, but does not necessarily mean a place de-
voted solely to the use of the public.

It shall also include the front or immediate area of
any store, shop, restaurant, tavern, or other place of
business and also public grounds, areas or parks.

The following guidelines and criteria to be met when
charging under this city chapter:

(a) Subjects must be known by the officer to have
been convicted of drug related charges, or subjects show
characteristics of drug intoxication or usage (i.e., obvi-
ous intoxication with the odor of alcohol absent, needle
tracks, etc.) or subject possesses drug related objects;

(b) Subject is known to be under observation has
grounds to believe subject is acting as a look-out or sub-
ject giving signs, signals, whistling, etc., when officer
approaches;

(c) Subject is physically identified as a member of a
gang or association which has as its purpose illegal drug
activity;

(d) Subject transfers small packages for money in a
secret or inconspicuous manner;

(e) Subject takes flight upon the appearance of po-
lice officer to avoid arrest or detention;

(£) Subject attempts to hide or hide objects which
could reasonably be involved in illegal activity or shows
actions out of the ordinary;

(g) Subject is loitering in an area which is known as
a drug use/trafficking area and does not reside in the
area;

(h) The premises are known to have been reported to
law enforcement personnel as a place suspected of drug
activity or known to have had search warrants served for
drug related activity, etc. (Ord. of 3/15/94)

Sec. 3-2-3 Public drunkenness.

Any person who, within the city or within its police
Jjurisdiction or upon or around the sewage plant or park, or
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on the streets of the city or in any public place, or with-
in the curtilage of any private residence, not his own,
other than by invitation of the owner or lawful occupants
in an intoxicated condition or found drunk in any such
places. (0Ord. of 3/15/94)

Sec, 3-2-4 Discharging firearms within the city limits.

It shall be unlawful for any person to discharge a
firearm, including pistol, rifles and shotgun or to shoot
an air gun, including BB gun and pellet gun, within the
city limits, except for law enforcement personnel in the
line of duty, military personnel, when on drill or parade,
and at funerals in honor of the dead. It shall not be un-
lawful for any person to shoot a BR gun on private property
if that person shall have first obtained the expressed

permission of the owner of that property. (Ord. of

3/15/94)

Sec. 3-2-5 Gambling general--Prohibited in public
places.

Gambling on any street or in any public place is pro-
hibited. (Ord. of 3/15/94)

Sec. 3-2-6 Assembling for purpose of gambling.

It shall be unlawful for two (2) or more persons to
assemble at any place in the city for the purpose of gam-
bling. (Ord. of 3/15/94)

Sec. 3-2-7 Games, etc., in street; flving kites,
playing ball, etc.

It shall be unlawful for any person to fly a kite, or
play or practice hockey, baseball, football or any similar
game in any frequented street or settled part of the ity
(Ord. of 3/15/94)

Sec. 3-2-8 Skating etc., on streets.

It shall be unlawful for any person to participate in
any form of skating on roller skates, scooter or skate

boards in or upon the streets of the city. (Ord. of
3/15/94)
Sec. 3-2-9 Authority for impoundment and disposal.

The chief of police or members of the police depart-
ment are authorized to contract with private automcbile
wrecking firms for the removal and impounding of discarded,
dismantled, wrecked, scrapped, ruined or junked motor wvehi-
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cles or parts thereof, discarded appliances, household
furnishing and other personal property. Such vehicles or
parts thereof, discarded appliances, household furnishing
and other personal property shall be disposed of in accor-
dance with terms and procedures set out in sections 3-1-6
through 3-1-9. (Ord. of 3/15/94)
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CHAPTER 3
Traffic Regulations, Control and Parking Regulations

1 Uniform Rules of the Road adopted.
-2 Temporary traffic regulations.
3 Vehicle cover required.
4 Traffic, speed, truck, parking and other
zones, signs and traffic control devices;
schedule.

5 Obstruction of view and use by trees and

shrubs; notice.

3-3-6 Free flow of traffic; obstruction prohibited.
3-3-7 Speed limits established.
3-3-8 Traffic signs, signals, and markings.
3-3-9
3-3-1
3-3-1

1w wnwn

Tracked vehicles prohibited on streets,

0 Vehicles to be parked within marked spaces.

1 Parking prohibited at all times in certain

locations.

Parking prohibited in certain locations,

certain days and hours.

3-3-13 Parking time limited in certain locations,

certain days and hours.

§ 3-3-14 Special purpose parking zones established;
parking otherwise prohibited.

§ 3-3-15 Penalty for violation.

W w3 w3 w
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Sec. 3-3-1 Uniform rules of the road adopted.

Pursuant to Title 40, Chapter 6, known as the "Uniform
Rules of the Road, " are adopted as and for the traffic
regulations of this city with like effect as if recited
herein. (0rd. of 3/15/94)

Sec. 3-3-2 Temporary traffic reqgulations.

In cases where traffic upon the streets of the city
may become congested upon occasions of parades, at theaters
and other public assemblages where large numbers of vehi-
cles are assembled, the chief of police may make temporary
rules directing and regulating the traffic in these con-
gested districts, and any person, after being warned of the
temporary traffic regulations, who shall violate them shall
be liable therefor as for other violations of this code.
(Ord. of 3/15/94)

Sec. 3-3-3 Vehicle cover required.

No person shall operate or load any vehicle on the
public streets and roads of this city unless the vehicle is
constructed, loaded and securely covered so as to prevent
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any of its load from dropping, escaping or shifting in such
a4 manner so as to litter the streets and roads of the city.
(Oxrd. of 3/15/94)

Sec. 3-3-4 Traffic, speed, truck arking and other
zones, signs and traffic control devices;
schedule.

(a) The police chief or a designee thereof, upon ap-
proval by ordinance of the mayor and city council, is au-
thorized to designate and maintain with appropriate traffic
control signs, markings and devices after engineering and
traffic investigations:

(1) Speed zones;

(2) Truck routes and streets to be designated specif-
ically to prohibit various classes of trucks;

(3} One-way streets and other directional control
devices;

(4) Freight loading zones and regulations;

(5) Parking and no parking zones and regulations
thereon;

(6) Stop, yield and other right-of-way signs;
(7) Stop signals and other traffic signals.

(b) The police chief or a designee thereof is autho-
rized to issue written orders designating by appropriate
traffic control signs, markings and devices after engineer-
ing and traffic investigations:

(1) Pedestrian crosswalks;
(2) Other safety zones for pedestrians;

(3) Traffic lanes;

(4) Any other sign, marking or zone necessary for
orderly and safe conditions on the streets of the city.

{c) The police chief shall maintain or cause to be
recorded a current schedule of all traffic rules, regula-
tions and orders under this section, which record shall be
available for inspection by the public. For items listed
in subsection (a) of this section, this schedule, and any
amendments thereto, shall become effective only upon ap-
proval thereof by ordinance of the mayor and council and
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this schedule is incorporated herein and copies thereof
shall be available for public inspection in the office of
the city clerk.

(d) All traffic control signs, signals, devices and
markings shall conform to specifications ip the "Manual on
Uniform Traffic Control Devices® adopted by the state
transportation beard. a13 signs and signals required here-
under for a particular burpose shall, so far as practica-
ble, be uniform as to type and location throughout the
city. A1l traffic control devices so eérected and not in-
consistent with the provisions of state law or this code
shall be official traffic control devices of the CiEy,

(e) Any violation of any traffic Zzone, marking, sign,
Or other traffic control device established hereunder shall
be a violation of this code. {Ord. of 3/15/94)

Sec. 3-3-5 Obstruction of View and use by trees and
shrubs; notice.

(a) No person owning, occupying or in any way con-
trolling Property in this city shall permit any tree, bush
©r shrub on the broperty to project over any street or
sidewalk of this city so as to obstruct or interfere with
the view and use of persons walking or riding in a vehicle
on the street or sidewalk or of other persons or vehicles
approaching from cross or intersecting Streets,

(b} It shall be unlawful for any person, whether the
Owner, tenant, agent or person controlling property in the
city to fail to remove any tree, bush or other obstruction
from the streets or sidewalks of this city after 10 days’
notice by the city to do so.

{(e¢) 1f any property owner does not comply within 10
days, the city shall remove item and charge the owner,
tenant, agent or person controlling the Property for the
removal on the next water bjll. (Ord. of 3/15/94)

Sec. 3-3-6 Free flow of traffic: obstruction
Prohibited.

Procedures which obstruct the free flow of tratfic in,
around over and through the Streets, alleyways and other
public way of the city. Any person is prohibited from
Stopping his vehicle (except at a stop signal or stop sign
or to honor another) as to obstruct the free and orderly
flow of traffic by the maneuver, or to eéngage in unduly
slow driving pProcedures so as to block or dawdle or make
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unnecessary rapid accelerations and decelerations or to in
any other manner constitute a traffic nuisance or hazard.
(Ord. of 3/15/94)

Sec. 3-3-7 Speed limits established.

(a) No person shall operate any motor vehicle or
tractor upon any of the streets and highways of the city at
a greater speed than is reasonable and proper having regard
to the width, traffic and use thereof or so as to endanger
the property or life or limb of any person.

(b) Twenty-five miles per hour shall be the maximum
speed on all streets or portions of streets within the city
unless otherwise indicated by officially posted signs des-
ignating the maximum vehicular speed upon those streets as
approved by the mayor, chief of police, city council and
department of transportation.

(c) Speed limits that were established by the depart-
ment of transportation (letter dated August 3, 1993) and
approved by the mayor and city council (Ordinance Number
07-93-002, dated October 21, 1993) shall be the speed lim-
its within the city limits.

(d) The chief of police or a designee thereof, upon
the approval by the mayor and city council, is authorized
to designate speed limits on other roadways which are not
covered under Ordinance Number 07-93-002. (0Ord. of
3/15/894)

Sec. 3-3-8 Traffic signs, signals, and markings.

All traffic shall obey and be directed by official
traffic control signals, signs and markings erected at
street intersections and other locations now or hereafter
approved by the mayor, chief of police and city council.
{Ord. of 3/15/94)

Sec. 3-3-9 Tracked vehicles prohibited on streets.

It is unlawful for any person to operate any tracked
or other vehicle having metal tracks or wheels upon the
city streets. (Ord. of 3/15/94)

Sec. 3-3-10 Vehicles to be parked within marked spaces.

Whenever a space is marked off on any highway for the
parking of an individual vehicle, every vehicle there
parked shall be parked within the lines bounding that
space. (Ord. of 3/15/94)
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city on the South side of ang within the southern one-half
() of the right-of—way of Georgia Highway No. 24 begin-
ning at a point at the west corner of the intersection of
Farm Street ang said Georgia Highway No. 24 and proceeding
in a westerly direction to the east corner of Cemetery
Street and said Highway 24 within the city. Appropriate
signs or markings shall be erected or placed within saig
area. (Ord. of 3/15/94)

Sec. 3-3-12 Parking Prohibited in certain locations
= BEEEE— =L RS2 2 S
certain days and hours.

It is unlawful for the owner Or operator of any motor
vehicle or other vehicle to park the vehicle in any of the
places on the days and between the hours indicated ang
specified by bosted signs indicating the prohibited park-
ing. (ord. of 3/15/94)

Sec. 3-3-13 Parking time limited in certain locations,

certain days and hours.
It is unl

a
vehicle, or other vehicle to park the vehicle or allow the
vehicle to remain parked in any of the places on the
streets and alleys of the city, at any time on the days and
between the hours indicateg and specified by posted signs

limiting parking time in certain locations on certain days
and hours. (Ord. of 3/15/94)

Sec. 3-3-14 Special purpose parking zonesg established;
parking otherwise prohibited.
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Sec. 3-3-15 penalty for violation.

Any person who shall violate any provisions of this
chapter shall, upon conviction, be punished as provided in
section 1-1-5 of this code. (ord. of 3/15/94)
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CHAPTER 4

Nuisances
§ 3-4-1 Noises; creating unnecessary noise.
§ 3-4-2 Posting signs on poles without consent.
§ 3-4-3 Definitions.
§ 3-4-4 Jurisdiction to try and abate.
§ 3-4-5 Complaint of nuisance hearing.
§ 3-4-6 Abatement by city.
§ 3-4-7 Nuisance per se, exception; summary
abatement .
§ 3-4-8 Offense; penalty.
Sec. 3-4-1 Noises; creating unnecessary noise.

{a) The Creating of any unreasonably loud disturbing
and unnecessary noise within the limits of the city is
prohibited. Noise of such character, intensity or duration

be loud, disturbing and unnecessary noises and in violation

be excessive namely:

(1) Horns. The sounding of any horns or signal de-
vice on any automobile, motorcycle, bus or other vehicle
while not in motion; except, as a danger signal shall be
deemed as unnecessary or unreasonable;

12:00 midnight and 7:00 a.m. as to annoy or disturb the
quiet, comfort or repose of persons in any office, hospital
or in any dwelling, hotel or other types of residence or
any persons in the vicinity; except, this section shall not
apply to schools of music between the hours of 7:00 a.m.
and 10:00 p.m.;

(3) Voices. Yelling, shouting, hooting, whistling or
singing on the public streets, particularly between the
hours of 12:00 midnight and 7:00 a.m. as to annoy or dis-
turb the quiet, comfort or response of persons in any of-
fice, hospital or in any dwelling, hotel or other types of
residence, or any person in the vicinity;
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