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TITLE 9

Offenses
Chapter 1 General Offenses
Chapter 2 Nuisances
Chapter 3 Animals

CHAPTER 1

General Offenses

OCGA, Sec. 36-35- (a)(2); Ga. Const. of 1982, Art., I1I, Sec. VI,
Para. 1v,

State Law Reference: Abandonment of airtight containers,
OCaGa, Sec._Tglll—IDO; fireworks, OCGa, Sec, 25-10-1 et sedq.;
disorderly houses, OCGA, sec. 16-11-44; Peeping toms, 0CGA, sSec.
16-11-61; gambling, 0CGA, sec. 16-12-20 et $eq.; cruelty to

animals, OCGA, sec, l6-12-4; criminal trespass, OCGA, Sec. 16-7-
21,

9-1-1 Disorderly conduct,

9-1-2 Public drunkenness.

9-1-3 Noise; Creating unnecessary noise.
9-1-4 Posting signs on poles without consent,
9-1-5 Weapons; discharge in city,

@

Sec. 9-1-1 Disorderly conduct,

whereby a reasonable person would be placed in fear of safety for
life or limb;

(2) place the Property of another in serious danger of
being destroyed or damaged;

(3) wuse fighting words directed toward another, who becomes
outraged and thus Creates a turmoil;

(4) violently interfere with another's pursuit of a lawful



It shall pe unlawful for any person to be on the streets of
the city or ip any public place in an intoxicated condition,

(b) The following actks, among others, are declared to be
loud, disturbing and Unnecessary noises and noises in violation

of this section, but this énumeration shal] not be deemed to be
exclusive, namely:

(1) Horns. The sounding of any horn or Signal device op
any automobile, motorcycle, bus or other vehicle, while not in
motion €Xcept as 3 danger signal if another vehicle is
approaching apparently out of control, or, if jip motion, only as
a danger signal; the Creation by means of any such signal device

(2) Musical iEEEEEEEQEE. The playing of any radio,
phonograph Or any musical instrument jn Such a manner or with
Such volume, Particularly during the hours between 12 midnight

and 7:00 a.m., as to annoy or disturb the quiet, comfort or

(3) Voices, Yelling, shouting, hooting, whistling or
singing on the public Streets, barticularly between the hours of
12 midnight ang 7:00 a.m,, or at any time or place so as tqg annoy
or disturb the quiet, comfort Or repose of persons in any

hospital, dwelling, hotel or Other type of residence, or any
Persons in the vicinity,

(4) Noisy vehicle. The use of any automobile, motorcycle
Or vehicle so out of repair, so loaded or in any manner as tg

Create loud ang unnecessary grating, grinding or rattling, or
other noise,

(5) Steam Whistles. The blowing of any steam whistle
attached to any stationary boiler, €Xcept to give notice of the
time to begin or Stop work, or as a warning of fire or danger, or



muffler or other device which will effectively prevent loud or
explosive noises therefrom.

(7) Construction work. The erection
vating), demolition, alteration or repair of any building in any
residential district or section, the €xcavation of streets and
highways inp any residential district or section, other than
between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. on week days except
in cases of Yrgent necessity, ang then only with a permit from

the city, which permit may be dgranted for a period not to exceed
60 days while the eémergency continues,

(8) On streets of institutions requiring quiet, The
' - ————=3 0 : ,
Creation of any excessive Nolse on any street adjacent to any

{9) Loudspeakers on vehicles, The use of mechanical
loudspeakers Or amplifiers on trucks Or other moving or standing

(10) Animals, birds. The keeping of any animal or bird
which shall disturb the comfort or répose of any persons in the
vicinity by making long, continual or frequent noise,

(c) None of the foregoing terms Or prohibitions shall apply
to or be enforced against:

(1) any Vehicle of the City while eéngaged upon necessary
public business;

(2) excavations Or repairs of bridges, streets or highways,
by or on behalf of the city, county or state during the night

(e) It shall be unlawful to use, maintain or Operate
loudspeakers, Sound trucks, amplifiers or other mechanical or
electrical devices for increasing the volume of sound, upon the
Streets, sidewalks, pParks or other Public places of the city:
provided that nothing in this section shall apply to the United

States of America, the state, the county nor the city, nor to
public agencies,



Sec. 9-1-4

upon any bridge any sign or advertisement, or to post or display
upon any telegraph, telephone or electric company's pole, or upon
any public Property or the private property of any person any

bills, signs or advertisements without the consent in writing of
the owner thereof.

Sec. 9-1-5 Weapons; discharge in city,

It shall be unlawful for any person to discharge a firearm,
including Pistol, rifle and shotyun, or to shoot an air gun,
including BB gun and pellet gun, within the city, except by law
enforcement officers in the line of duty, and the military when
on drill or barade, or at a funeral in honor of the dead;
provided, however, it shall not be unlawful for any person to
Shoot a BB gun upon private property it that person shall have
first obtained the express permission of the owner of that
Property to do so.



CHAPTER 2
Nuisances

State Law Reference: Nuisances, OCGA, Title 41,
———— 28X XRelerence

§ 9-2-1 Definition,

§ 9-2-2 Jurisdiction to try and abate.

§ 9-2-3 Complaint of nuisance; hearing,

§ 9-2-4 Abatement by city.

§ 9-2-5 Nuisance Per se, exception; Summary abatement.,
§ 9-2-¢ Offense; penalty,

Sec, 9-2-) Definition,

The following conditions may be declared to be nuisances:

(1) stagnant water on premises;

(2) any dead or decaying matter, weeds, vVegetation or any
Eruit, Veégetable, animal or rodent, upon premises which ig

odorous or Capable of causing disease Or annroyance to the
inhabitants of the city;

(4) the pollution of public water Or the injection of
matter into the Sewage system which would be damaging thereto;

(5) maintaining a dangerous or diseased animal or fowl;

(6) obstruction of a public Street, highway or sidewalk
without a permit;

{(7) loud or Unusual noises which are detrimental or
annoying to the public, including without limitation, unusual
loud disturbances in or around churches or multiple family

complexes such as loud music ang Oother activities in swimming
pPool and clubhouse areas;

(8) all walls, trees and buildings that may endanger
persons or Property;

(9) any business or building where illegal activities are
habitually and Commonly conducted in such a manner as to
reasonably Suggest that the OwWwner or operator of the business or
building was aware of the illegal activities andgd failed to

(10) unused iceboxes, refrigerators ang the like unless the
doors, latches or locks thereof are removed;



(11) any trees, shrubbery or other plants or parts thereof,

which obstruct clear, safe vision an roadways and intersections
of the city; and

(12) any other condition constituting a nuisance under state
law,.

Sec, 9-2-2 Jurisdiction to try and abate,

or welfare, and shall also have jurisdiction to try and, in case

of conviction, to punish persons failing to abate nuisances, as
Prescribed in section 1-1-5 of this code.

State Law Reference: Jurisdiction of recorder's court to

determine existence of nuisance and order its abatement, 0OCGA,
Sec. 41-2-5,

Sec, 9-2-3 Complaint of nuisance; hearing,

(a) Any official or inhabitant of the city may direct a
complaint of nuisance to the city police department, who shall
investigate and may place the complaint on the recorder's court
docket for a hearing upon the basis of the investigation. The
recorder's court after a 10 day notice to the party involved

does exist shall issue an order to the owner, agent in control of
Or tenant in possession, Stating that a nuisance has been found

hours or days as the recorder shall deem reasonable, having
consideration for the nature of the nuisance and its effect on

(b) Animal control officers, license and building
inspectors shall and may also receive complaints, investigate the
Same and place on the court docket such complaints in the same
Manner as police officers,

sec. 9-2-4 Abatement by ciby,

(a) 1In any case where the owner, agent or tenant fails to
abate the nuisance in the time specified, or where the owner,
agent or tenant cannot be Served with notice, or where the nature
of the nuisance is such, in the opinion of the recorder that it
must be immediately abated, the recorder may issue an order to
the chief of police directing the nuisance to be abated. The
chief of police in such case, shall keep record of the expenses
and cost of abating Same, and the costs shall be billed against
the owner, agent or tenant for collection as for city revenues

chief of p



Sec. 9-2-5 Nuisance per se, eXxception; Summary abatement,
——t Il

It is hereby declared to be an offense for any owner, agent
Or tenant to maintain or allow a nuisance to exist, Each day a
Nuisance ijsg continued shall constitute g3 Separate offense,

State Law Reference: Failure to abate nuisance after order
to do so is a3 state Crime, OCGA, sec. 41-1-6




CHAPTER 3
Animals

Cross Reference: Noise created by animals, Sec. 9-1-
3(b)(10).

ARTICLE A

General Provisions

§ 9-3-1 Bird sanctuary; wildlife.

§ 9-3-2 Fowl or livestock running at large prohibited.
§ 9-3-3 Enclosures for animals and fowl.

§§9-3-4 through 9-3-10 reserved.

ARTICLE B

Dogs

9-3-11 Leash law,

9-3-12 Vicious or diseased dogs. -
9-3-13 Rabies treatment required.

9-3-14 Summons.

9-3-15 Penalties.

W oy

ARTICLE A

General Provisions

Sec. 9-3-1 Bird sanctuary; wildlife,

(a) The entire area embraced within the corporate limits of
the city is designated as a bird sanctuary.

(b) It shall be unlawful to trap, hunt, molest or kill any
wild bird or to rob any wild bird's nest; provided, however, if
nuisance birds such as starlings are found to be congregating in
such numbers in a particular locality so as to constitute a
nuisance or a menace to health or property in the opinion of the
mayor and council, those birds may be destroyed as humanely as
possible, under the supervision of the police department, in such

numbers and in such manner as is deemed advisable by the mayor
and council.

{(c) It shall be unlawful to trap, hunt, molest or kill any

other wild game in the city except by order of the chief of
police.

Sec, 9-3-2 Fowl or livestock running at large prohibited.

It shall be unlawful for any owner or person in control of
any domestic fowl or livestock to allow that domestic fowl or
livestock to run at large within the city.



Sec. 9-3-3 Enclosures for animals and fowl,

Any housing or enclosure used for the keeping of animals or
towl shall be well drained, free from accumulations of animal

eéxcrement and objectionable odors, and otherwise clean and
sanitary.

Secs. 9-3-4 through 9-3-10 reserved.




ARTICLE B

Dogs

Sec. 9-3-11 Leash law.

(a) It shall be unlawful for any owner or possessor of any
dog to allow the dog to run at large, whether wearing a collar
and tag or not, within the city. Any and all such dogs found
running at large, whether wearing a collar and tag or not, shall
be immediately impounded by officers of the city.

(b) Any dog is considered running at large and not under
immediate control if it is not on a leash, not at heel, or not
beside a competent person and obedient to that person's commands,
A dog is under control when it is in a vehicle driven or parked,
Oor confined within the property limits of his or her owner.

Sec. 9-3-12 Vicious or diseased dogs.

(a) Any dog that has attacked and bitten a person or other
animal without provocation or has attempted to bite a person or
other animal without provocation shall be deemed a4 vicious dog.

(b) It shall be unlawful for any person to cause, permit,
accompany or be responsible for the presence of any vicious or
diseased doy on the streets or public places of the city or allow
the dog to run on the premises of another, at any time; unless
and in addition to the other requirements of this chapter the dog

shall be securely muzzled to effectively prevent it from biting
any person or other animal.

sec. 9-3-13 Rabies treatment required,

(a) All persons residing within the city limits who own,
have and keep dogs within the city limits, are hereby required to
have those dogs treated for rabies by some licensed veterinarian,

and to keep a valid certificate of inoculation as proof of
vaccination.

(b) Impounding, If the owner of any dog or dogs, after 10
days' notice to him, fails or refuses to have his dog or dogs so
treated, the chief of police or any member of the police depart-
ment of the city shall impound the dog or dogs. After dogs are
so impounded an impounding fee as fixed from time to time by the
mayor and council shall be collected by the police for a period
of up to five (5) days, after which, if said dog or dogs are
unclaimed they may be destroyed by the police of the city.

(c) Tag required. All owners of dogs shall be required to
secure a tag from the veterinarian treating the dog or dogs,

which tag shall be attached to the collar of the dog at all
times.



Sec. 9-3-14 Summons.

A city officer, at his discretion, may elect not to impound
a dog or other animal found in violation of any section of this
chapter, but to issue or cause to be issued a summons directed to
the owner or possessor of the doy to appear before the recorder's

court on a certain day to stand trial for the violation of this
chapter.

Sec. 9-3-15 Penalties,

Any person violating this chapter may be punished as
provided in section 1-1-5 of this code.
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CITY OF SARDIS
ORDINANCE TO ADOPT PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY REGULATIONS
ORDINANCE NO._ 40 A

AN ORDINANCE TO CREATE REGULATIONS IN ORDER TO ADMINISTER AND
REGULATE THE PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY IN THE PUBLIC INTEREST, AND TO
PROVIDE FOR ISSUANCE AND REGULATION OF RIGHT-OF-WAY PERMITS; TO
PROVIDE FOR CODIFICATION; TO PROVIDE SEVERABILITY; TO PROVIDE FOR
PENALTIES; TO PROVIDE FOR REPEAL OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; TO

PROVIDE AN ADOPTION AND EFFECTIVE DATE; AND TO PROVIDE FOR OTHER
LAWFUL PURPOSES.

WHEREAS, the duly elected governing authority of the City of Sardis, Georgia is
authorized under Article 9, Section 2, Paragraph 3 of the Constitution of the State of Georgia to
adopt reasonable ordinances to protect and improve the public health, safety, and welfare of the
citizens of the City of Sardis, Georgia;

WHEREAS, the duly elected governing authority of the City of Sardis, Georgia is the
Mayor and Council thereof;

WHEREAS, Official Code of Georgia Annotated (0.C.G.A.) Section 36-35-3 provides
cities the power to adopt clearly reasonable ordinances, resolutions or regulations relating to the
cities’ property and affairs, for which no general law has been provided;

WHEREAS, pursuant to 0.C.G.A. § 36-76-1, et seq. known as the “Consumer Choice for
Television Act” of 2007 the City retains regulatory powers over certain activity of cable and
video providers with respect to public rights-of-way within or belonging to the City;

WHEREAS, pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 46-5-1, et seq. telephone companies shall comply
with all applicable local laws and regulations, including municipal ordinances and regulations,
regarding the placement and maintenance of facilities in the public rights of way that are
reasonable, nondiscriminatory, and applicable to all users of the public rights of way within or
belonging to the City;

Ordinance to Adopt Title 10
of the Code of the City of Sardis
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WHEREAS, the City desires to establish reasonable nondiscriminatory regulations for
the installation, construction, maintenance, renewal, removal and relocations of Utility Facilities
that are not more restrictive than equivalent regulations promulgated by the Georgia Department
of Transportation with respect to Utilities on the state highway system under authority of
0.C.G.A. § 32-4-70;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED AND IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED by the
Mayor and Council of the City of Sardis that the Code of Ordinances of the City of Sardis, be

amended by adding a new Title as follows:

Section 1. Title.

This Ordinance shall be known and referred to as the Ordinance to adopt Title 10 of The
Code of the City of Sardis, Georgia.
Section 2. Purpose.

To adopt Title 10 of The Code of the City of Sardis, Georgia regarding public right-of-
ways.
Section 3. Amendment of City Code; Title 10.

The Code of the City of Sardis, Georgia is hereby amended by adding a new Title 10,
Chapters 1-9, entitled “Public Right-of-Way Regulations”, as follows:

“Title 10
PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY REGULATIONS

CHAPTER 1. DECLARATION OF FINDINGS AND PURPOSE, SCOPE,
DEFINITIONS

Ordinance to Adopt Title 10
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Sec. 10-1-1.  Intent and Purpose.

The City of Sardis (the "City") is vitally concerned with the use, construction
within, and occupancy of all Rights of Way in the City as such Rights of Way are a
valuable and limited resource which must be utilized to promote the public health, safety,
welfare, economic development of the City and to protect public work infrastructure.
Therefore, the City, under the authority of the Laws and Constitution of the State of
Georgia, including but not limited to Article 9, Section 1, paragraphs 2 and 3 of the
Georgia Constitution, 0.C.G.A. § 36-1-20 and O.C.G.A. § 32-4-42(6), has adopted this
ordinance for the purpose of regulating public and private entities which use the City
Rights of Way.

Sec. 10-1-2.  Scope.

The provisions of this Chapter shall apply to all Utilities and Facilities occupying
the Rights of Way as provided herein.

Sec. 10-1-3. Definitions.

For the purposes of this Chapter, the following terms, phrases, words, and their
derivations have the meanings set forth herein. The words "shall" and "will" are
mandatory and “may” is permissive. Words not defined shall be given their common and
ordinary meaning. References hereafter to "Sections" are, unless otherwise specified,

references to Sections in this Chapter. Defined terms remain defined terms whether or not
capitalized.

(a) City means the City of Sardis, Georgia.
(b) Codified Ordinances means The Code of the City of Sardis, Georgia.

(¢) Construct means, but shall not be limited to, dig, bore, tunnel, trench, excavate,
obstruct, install or remove signs, or Facilities, other than landscaping or
ornamental plantings, in, on, above, within, over, below, under, or through any
part of the Rights of Way. Construct shall also include the act of opening and/or

cutting into the surface of any paved or improved surface that is any part of the
Right of Way.

(d) Construction means, but shall not be limited to, the act or process of digging,
boring, tunneling, trenching, excavating, obstructing, installing or removing signs
or Facilities, other than landscaping or ornamental plantings, in, on, above,
within, over, below, under, or through any part of the Rights of Way.
Construction shall also include the act of opening, boring and/or cutting into the
surface of any part of the Right of Way.
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(e) Director means the City Clerk of the City of Sardis, Georgia, or his or her
designee.

(f) Emergency means a condition that poses a clear and immediate danger to life,
health, or safety of a person, or of significant damage or loss of real or personal
property.

() Facility or Facilities means any tangible thing, including but not limited to pipes,
mains, conduits, cables, wires, poles, towers, traffic and other signals, and other
equipment, appurtenances, appliances and future technology of any Utility in, on,
along, over, or under any part of the Rights of Way within the City.

(h) Facilities Representative(s) means the specifically identified agent(s)/employee(s)
of a Utility who are authorized to direct field activities of that Utility and serve as
official notice agent(s) for Facilities related information. Utility shall be required
to make sure at least one (1) of its Facilities Representatives is available at all
times to receive notice of, and immediately direct response to, Facilities related
emergencies or situations.

() FCC means the Federal Communications Commission or any successor thereto.

() Permit means an authorization which grants permission to conduct specific
regulated activities on, in, over, under or within any public right-of-way, and
which may be subject to conditions specified in a written agreement with the City
or in a related provision of this Code of Ordinances.

(k) Right(s) of Way means the surface and space in, on, above, within, over, below,
under or through any real property in which the City has an interest in law or
equity, whether held in fee, or other estate or interest, or as a trustee for the
public, including, but not limited to any public street, boulevard, road, highway,
freeway, lane, alley, court, sidewalk, parkway, or any other place, area, or real
property owned by or under the legal or equitable control of the City, now or
hereafter, that consistent with the purposes for which it was dedicated, may be
used for the purposes of constructing, operating, repairing or replacing Facilities.

(1) Service(s) means the offering of any service by a Utility for a fee directly to the
public, or to such classes of users as to be effectively available directly to the
public, or alternatively, the provision of any service by a Utility between two or

more points for a proprietary purpose to a class of users other than the general
public.

(m) Service Agreement means a valid license agreement, service agreement, franchise
agreement, or operating agreement issued by the City or state pursuant to Law and
accepted by a Utility or entered into by and between the City and a Utility, which
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allows such Utility to operate or provide service within the geographic limits of
the City.

Street or Streets means the surface of, as well as the spaces above and below, any
and all the streets, alleys, avenues, roads, bridges, tunnels and public places of the
City within the corporate limits of the City, as the same now exist or may be
hereafter extended or altered, and any location thereon, thereover or thereunder,
and any portion thereof.

Transfer means the disposal by the Utility, directly or indirectly, by gift,
assignment, sale, merger, consolidation, or otherwise, of more than fifty percent
(50%) at one time of the ownership or controlling interest in the Facilities, or of
more than fifty percent (50%) cumulatively over the term of a written approval of
Registration of such interests to a corporation, partnership, limited partnership,
trust, or association, or person or group of persons acting in concert.

Unused Facilities means Facilities located in the Rights of Way which have
remained unused for twelve (12) months and for which the Utility is unable to
provide the City with a plan detailing the procedure by which the Utility intends
to begin actively using such Facilities within the next twelve (12) months, or that
it has a potential purchaser or user of the Facilities who will be actively using the
Facilities within the next twelve (12) months, or, that the availability of such

Facilities is required by the Utility to adequately and efficiently operate its
Facilities.

Utility or Utilities means all privately, publicly, or cooperatively owned systems
for producing, transmitting, or distributing communication, data, information,
telecommunication, cable television, video services, power, electricity, light, heat,
gas, oil, crude products, water/sewer, steam, fire and police signals, traffic control
devices, and street lighting systems, and housing or conduit for any of the
foregoing, which directly or indirectly serve the public or any part thereof. The
term "utility" may also be used to refer to the owner, operator, Utility, service,
contractor or subcontractor, or any agent thereof, of any above-described utility or
utility facility.

CHAPTER 2. UTILITY REGISTRATION

Sec. 10-2-1.  Registration Required.

Each Utility who occupies, uses or has Facilities in the Rights of Way at the time

of passage of this Ordinance, including by lease, sublease or assignment, to operate
Facilities located in the Rights of Way, unless specifically exempted by state or federal
law or this Code, shall file a Registration Statement with the Director within ninety (90)

days of the effective date of this Ordinance.
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Sec. 10-2-2.  Registration Procedure.

The Registration information provided to the City shall be on a form approved by
the City and include, but not be limited to:

(a) The name, legal status (i.e. partnership, corporation, etc.), street address, email
address, and telephone and facsimile numbers of the Utility filing the Registration
Statement (the “Registrant™). If the Registrant is not the owner of the Facility in
the Right of Way, the Registration shall include the name, street address, email
address if applicable, and telephone and facsimile numbers of the owner;

(b) The name, street address, email address if applicable and telephone and facsimile
numbers of one (1) or more Facilities Representative(s). Current information
regarding how to contact the Facilities Representative(s) in an Emergency shall be
provided at the time of filing a Registration and shall be updated as necessary to
assure accurate contact information is available to the City at all times;

(¢) A copy, if requested, of the Utility’s certificate of authority (or other acceptable
evidence of authority to operate) from the Georgia Public Service Commission
and/or the FCC and any other similar approvals, permits, or agreements.

(d) A copy, if requested, of the Service Agreement, if applicable or other legal
instrument that authorizes the Utility to use or occupy the Right of Way for the
purpose described in the Registration.

Sec. 10-2-3. Incomplete Registration.

If a Registration is incomplete, the Director shall notify the Registrant and shall
provide a reasonable period of time in which to complete the Registration. If a
Registration is complete, the Director shall so notify the Utility in writing.

Sec. 10-2-4.  Acceptance of the Registration,

Acceptance of Registration shall not convey title in the Rights of Way.
Acceptance of the Registration is only the nonexclusive, limited right to occupy Rights of
Way in the City for the limited purposes stated in the Acceptance. Acceptance of the
Registration does not excuse a Utility from obtaining Permits required by City ordinances
nor from obtaining appropriate access or pole attachment agreements before using the
Facilities of others, including the City. Acceptance of the Registration does not excuse a
Utility from notifying the City of Construction as required herein.
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